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President’s Ramblings 
Mike Randell 

This one will short and sweet, a turn out at club 
night out. Russ brought along his project, another 
precise build, well done Russ. 
 
With the weather now starting to pack up, be 
prepared for field closures, check the web site 
and emails. 
 
I would like to thank Rene for all his work on 
Whale road he put a few hours into it, and to be 
stuck at the last hurdle is frustrating, but we will 
keep looking. 
 
Drive safe and see you at the field 
  
Mike 

Focus on Barry Parker’s 
Decathlon 3D 

This is a Seagull Model, ARTZ large scale Citabria 
model beautifully constructed by Barry Parker.  The 
122 inch (310cm) wingspan is covered with        
oracover.  The model is 86.6 inch (215cm) long 
and it weighs in at about 27lbs (13kg).  Powered 
by a DLE 111 two stroke petrol engine, and con-
trolled by 7 channel radio and 9 servos.               
 

The kit arrived with lights and a hardware package 
which was of a quality that could be used.  Model is 
still under construction and at the stage to       

complete C.O.G. This will be done on weight cells. 
Once this is done final placement of batteries, 
switches and any weight required will be known. 
 

This model has to be registered as large model due 
to engine size and will be inspected and test flown 
as per model fly cat 3 large model certification   
process. 
 

I am sure members are looking forward to the test 
flight. 
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Club Captain’s Report 
Geoff Hall 

 Servo Chatter— June 2019  

Events 
July 

Check our website for update information:  

Click here:  www.aeroneers.com 

June 
2 June - 2 metre gliders 
9 June - Tomboy and vintage 
16 June - Radian, cub and scale 
23 June - Assassin and combat 
30 June - Deadline Servo Chatter  
1 July - July Servo Chatter will be online 

Another month has rolled around and it’s time to 
write the report. 
 
Not a great deal happening at the field apart from 
the usual competitions. Weather is starting to show 
the inevitable signs of winter; although last Sunday 
was cooler than normal with a slight breeze it was 
very flyable in town it was a lot worse so it pays to 
go out to the field. 
 
If you were at club night you will be aware that the 
Whale road site is a no go due to excessive require-
ments required by flight control. Disappointing but 
those are the breaks. 

Flight line protocol……………………….geez I guess 
the old saying you can’t teach an old dog new tricks 
is true. Not everyone is guilty but more than a few 
that are. 
 
A question...is there anyone wanting to improve 
their flying skills, by flying aerobatics namely 
sportsman at club completion level?  This would be 
3-4 times a year on a Sunday morning let me know 
if interested. 
 
See you at the field. 
Geoff                           

7 July - 2 metre gliders 
14 July - Tomboy and vintage 
21 July - Radian, cub and scale 
28 July - Assassin and combat 
31 July - Deadline Servo Chatter  
1 August - August Servo Chatter will be 
online 

http://www.aeroneers.com
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Book Review 
Inside the pilot's mind - the untold story of  

near-doomed flight QF72 
 
By Merv Matthews 
 
On 7 October 2008 a Qantas Airbus A330 enroute from Singapore to Perth carrying 303 passengers and 
10 crew, while cruising at 37,000 ft over Western Australia, suffered a computer fault which sent the plane 
into a violent mid-air plunge. 
 
The air data computer – or inertial reference system – for the Airbus A330 - 300 sent erroneous            
information to the flight control computer causing the autopilot to disconnect, sending the aircraft in a 
rapid dive. Those not wearing seat belts were flung headfirst into the ceilings, along with other loose 
items such as the food & drink trolleys. More than 100 people on the flight were injured, some seriously.  
 
Unlike the Boeing 737 MAX8 incidents, the pilot managed to recover control after two downward plunges 
and made an emergency landing at Exmouth in Western Australia's north. 
 
The Captain was severely affected by the experience and it was eight years before he could even start to 
write about the emergency. The book was published on 31 May 2019, and at my request has been        
ordered by the PNCC library. If anyone wants to read this amazing story, just check the library website 
about mid-June to see if there is a copy available.  
 
In the meantime you can read an extract from the book here: 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/travel-troubles/112824308/inside-the-pilots-mind--the-untold-story-of-
neardoomed-flight-qf72 
 
You can also view this 5-minute video of an interview with Captain Sullivan which features shots of the 
damaged interior of the aircraft. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cSh_Wo_mcY 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/travel-troubles/112824308/inside-the-pilots-mind--the-untold-story-of-neardoomed-flight-qf72C:/Users/Linda/Documents/Bluetooth%20Folder
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/travel-troubles/112824308/inside-the-pilots-mind--the-untold-story-of-neardoomed-flight-qf72C:/Users/Linda/Documents/Bluetooth%20Folder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cSh_Wo_mcYC:/Users/Linda/Documents/Bluetooth%20Folder
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Aeroneers 2 metre glider report  

A perfect day for Soaring model Gliders, but only 8 
enthusiasts showed up to fly and compete.  As I 
left town the sky evinced dull and calm conditions 
and I commented to myself - 'no lift today'.  But 
the clouds began to break up and a light breeze 
arrived to join the party and the whole Modelport 
area became one giant patch of lift sans any 
holes.  The Northerly breeze required the bungee 
to be attached beside the gate and stretched     
between the pits and the sheep's drinking trough. 
 
The new silicone bungee, supplied by Flemming 
and set up by Greg, provided superb power and 
everyone enjoyed excellent height off the 
ring.  Lift was so good that only two flights of 24 
failed to fly within seconds of each target 
time.  Most Gliders were able to stay at height  
until forced to power down as each deadline     
approached. 
 
Four perfect flights were flown of which Flemming 
scored two - I don’t remember seeing this achieve-
ment before. 
 
As always every flyer retrieved his share, or more, 
while Len retrieved without taking the opportunity 
to fly Aeroneer's Vista which is always charged and 

available for Members to fly on Glider day. On 
June 2 there will be two powerful bungees         
operating so there is plenty of flying opportunity 
for every Member to participate and enjoy the 
competition and the sublime pleasure of soaring. 

Pilot 3 minutes 4 minutes 5 minutes Total Year to date  

Flemming Ravn 2:53 - 50 4.00 - 50 5:00 - 50 863 2805 1 

Bruce McKay 2:59 - 50 3:50 - 50 4:57 - 50 856 2677 3 

Philip Pearpoint 3:01 - 50 3:50 - 50 4:48 - 50 856 2688 2 

Peter Vining 3:06 - 50 4:01 - 50 4:13 - 50 816 2146 5 

Bruce Ladderman 3:00 - 50 4:08 - - 4:48 - 50 800 2291 4 

Greg Findon 3:25 - - 4:04 - 50 5:00 - 50 791 1734 8 

Mike Randell 3:17 - - 3:57 - 50  3:49 - - 739 2097 6 

Bruce Dix 3:28 - - 4:14 - - 5:08 - - 670 1837 7 

Merv Matthews     1133 9 

Wayne Bilham     1079 10 

Brad Pearpoint     510 11 

Len Ruby     298 12 

Bruce Fryer     227 13 

2 

June Next  
2 metre glider  
competitions  

June 2 
weather permitting. 

 

Reminder! 

The Club's Vista is always ready and available 
for use by anyone who wants to participate in 

the competition.   
The Vista can be used by several members on 
any one day and also by any member whose 
own Glider is not flyable for a second or third 

flight.  

 5 May 
2019 

Submitted by Ladderman 



Another perfect day for lightweight model         
aeroplanes that were originally designed to glide 
nicely - calm and warm and possibly even better 
for gliding than the excellent 2m Glider contest 
day one week beforehand.  Beautiful and very 
pleasant flying conditions for Tomboy and Vintage 
monthly competitions. 
 
The Tomboy Airforce continues to grow with six 
Tomboys lining up under starter's orders.   Terry 
brought along his two Tomboys and most        
generously offered the better aeroplane to Bruce 
McKay to fly.  
 
Philip served as timer and recorder again and, at 
the gun, five Tomboys climbed into the blue.  It 
was instantly apparent that the Gremlin was still 

resident inside Greg's Tomboy which has since 
been to an exorcism at Fordell.  Hopefully it will 
behave itself on 9 June.  Long flights were 
achieved in perfect conditions which were greatly 
enjoyed by all flyers including the Vintage flyers 
who would fly next. 

Pilot Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 Total YTD 

Bruce Ladderman 20 - 5 20 - 5 20 - 5 75 141 

Peter Vining 18 - 5 16 - 5 18 - 5 67 132 

Bruce McKay 15 - 5 18 - 5 14 - 5 62 62 

Flemming  16 - - 15 - - 16 - 5 52 113 

Terry  14 - - 14 - - 15 - - 43 43 

Greg 13 - 5 - - - - - -  38 

9 

June Next  
tomboy 

competitions  

9 June,  
weather permitting. 

Results 
and 
year 

to date 
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Aeroneers tomboy report   12 May 
2019 

Submitted by Ladderman 

 



Sunday the 12th of May was the most perfect day 
for Vintage flying, or any flying for that matter. An 
almost dead calm day with light cloud cover and 
very warm for early winter. 
 

Glancing through the scoresheet for May most of 
the 8 flyers scored very well in the 3 minute flying 
time, the main difference being the bonus points 
for the spot landings. 
 

The first 4 placings all gained their 3 landing 
points...the rest of us didn't! 
 

It is obvious that a steerable tailwheel is very      

desirable when it 
comes to stopping your model inside the 15 meter 
radius, especially when      combined with a hand-
brake for "handbrake skids" such as what is fitted 
to Tama's model!! 
 

Our two overall competition leaders Tama and   
Ladderman fought out a well deserved first place 
equal on the day, both only dropping 4 seconds 
over the 3 rounds. 
 

See you all for June's Vintage day on Sunday the 
9th.  Philip. 

Tama Randell 3.02 +20 3.01 +20 3.01 +20 596 1st = 

Bruce Woodfield 2.58 +20 3.01 +20 3.01 +20 596 1st = 

Peter Vining 3.04 +20 2.56 +20 2.59 - 591 3rd 

Bruce McKay 2.52 +20 3.02 +20 2.54 - 584 4th 

Mike Randell 3.03 +20 2.59 - 3.04 +20 572 5th 

Phil Pearpoint 2.53 +20 3.01 - 2.59 +20 571 6th 

Greg Findon 3.03 - 3.03 - 3.00 +20 554 7th 

Flemming Ravn 2.58 - 2.57 +20 3.06 -  549 8th 

May  

Results 

Vintage Year to Date Results —Looks like you need to Watch this Space! 

Vintage Year to Date  Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec  

Tama Randell    592 541 595 596        2324 

Bruce Woodfield   538 595 520 596               2249 

Greg Findon    556 508 518 554               2136 

Phil Pearpoint  448 590 491 571        2100 

Mike Randell   531 347 542 572               1992 

Bruce Mckay       551 539 - 584        1674 

Flemming Ravn  538 - 452 549        1539 

Peter Vining    546 -  - 591               1137 

Brad Pearpoint - 571 - -        571 

Kevin Burrows 487 -  -  -               487 

9 

June Next  
Vintage 

competitions  

9 June,  
weather  

permitting. 

Tama Randell 595 1st 

Mike Randell 542 2nd 

Bruce Woodfield 520 3rd 

Greg Findon 518 4th 

Phil Pearpoint 491 5th 

Flemming Ravn 452 6th 

April 

Results 
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Aeroneers Vintage report   12 May 
2019 

Submitted by Phil Pearpoint 
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From the Editors Desk 
There is a group of gentlemen in Levin who meet 
on a Wednesday and enjoy a fly and a chat.  
Weekly the text comes out ”weather looking good 
— see you at the field”. However the last couple of 
weeks it has been “weather bad — a day in the 
workshop guys.” 
 

Yes winter is here, the horrible months of June, 
July and August where the only positive is that the 
days start getting longer again.  
 

I was disappointed that no one took up the Winter 
Build Challenge that Graeme promoted in the last 
Servo Chatter. Perhaps there wasn’t enough notice, 
perhaps people didn’t have a project that was    
suitable—however it could be fun and an idea to 
keep in mind for next winter.  Still looking forward 
to seeing how Graeme’s Typhoon is progressing. 
 

Many thanks to Ivan who comes home and       

comments on problems flyers are having with their 
models and gives me ideas on topics.  He decided 
this week to have a major change around in his 
model room,  and unfortunately he didn’t need  a 
hand, although I did offer some advice which I 
don’t think he heeded!  I am not sure what he   
expected to achieve by this!!   

Stay warm and safe, Linda 

TAKE 
CARE 
THIS  

WINTER 

Best thing to do 
on a rainy day 

is let it rain and 
spend time in 
the workshop. 

From Life Flight Facebook page! 
Check this map out! It shows the   

approximate one-way flight time and 
fuel cost for our Westpac Chopper 

from our base in Wellington to a few 
of the locations we fly to.  

Just as you need to fill the tank in 
your car, we need to fill the tank in 
our Westpac Chopper. The Chopper 

burns 300 litres of fuel per hour, 
which at cruise speed equates to 

about 1.4 litres per kilometre. 
The speed of response and skill of our 
team can often make the difference 
between life and death. And that’s 

only possible with highly trained crew, 
the best equipment – and the support 

of wonderful people like you!  
Thank you!  
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Troubleshooting landings 

Many pilots think that stick time and getting better 
at making corrections are the main requirements 
for better landings, so little thought is given to how 
they land or whether they are flying correctly. 
 
As a consequence of flying without a plan, i.e. re-
acting to the airplane, most pilots end up making 
four to five times more control inputs than what is 
required when the landing is set up correctly. This 
type of flying demands more effort and is why pi-
lots get behind their airplanes during the runway 
lineup and landing flare. Reactive flying is also why 
certain fliers struggle to land on windier days or 

when flying a new model. 
 
A characteristic of good pilots is that they seem to 
make landing look easy. That's because while most 
pilots are continually making corrections, better 
fliers set up their landings so that fewer adjust-
ments are needed altogether; thus allowing them 
plenty of time to get ready for an easier, smoother 
touchdown. 
 
Most landing difficulties are not because of a lack 
of stick time or inadequate reflexes, but are primar-
ily the result of reacting to the airplane rather than 
proactively controlling the airplane when setting up 
the landing. 
 

Anticipate the Final Turn 
 

As a rule, the ease of your 
landings reflects the quality of 
the final base leg turn that 
sets them up. Although a per-
son might have the ability to 
salvage a landing after a poor 
turn, the experience will be far 
more stressful. The comfort 
that coincides a nice final turn 
tends to stay with the pilot all 
the way to the ground. 
 
In order to come out of the 
final turn over the runway's 
extended centerline (without 
needing to make many adjust-
ments), you must account for 
the effect of the wind on the 
turn (Figure 1). You need to 
anticipate whether the wind 
will cause the turn to become 
wider or tighter and target 
where to start the turn from 
with this in mind. To come out 
of the final turn aligned with 
the runway, look to adjust 
from where you start the turn 
rather than adjusting the turn 
itself (Figure 2). 
 
 

By Dave Scott 
Taken from Model Aviation Oct 2012 

Lessons on proactive vs reactive flying 
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Troubleshooting Landings 

Instead of blaming the wind for 
blowing the airplane, anticipate a 
tighter turn when turning into a 
crosswind and start the turn closer to 
the runway's extended centerline in 
order to come out lined up with the 
runway. 
 
Turning with the wind will result in a 
wider turn and necessitate flying out 
wide before initiating the turn in or-
der to come out aligned with the run-
way. 
 
When turning with the crosswind, 
widen out the pattern to account for 
the wider turn. When turning into 
a crosswind, start the turn closer to 
the centerline, anticipating a smaller-
diameter turn. 
 
Correctly anticipating where to start 
the final turn from will reduce the 
number of adjustments needed to 
line up with the runway and thus af-
ford you more time to think about 
throttle management and controlling 
the touchdown location.   

 



Maintain a Level Final 
Turn 
 
Try to keep the final base leg 
turn  reasonably level.      
Maintaining a turn at an even 
speed and not climbing or    
diving, minimizes anxiety    
during the turn and prevents 
excess speed from building up. 
A reasonably level turn also 
eliminates the low altitude  
oscillations, i.e. sharp altitude 
changes, which can easily   
d i st ract  a  p i lot  f rom          
maintaining a good lineup. 
 
If keeping your final turn level 
results in high landing        
approaches, simply start     
pulling the throttle back a little 
earlier and/or enter the final 
turn lower (Figure 3). 
 

Consistent Lineups 
 
In most flying environments, 
the runway is directly in front 
of where the pilots stand. 
Therefore, the most effective 
method to consistently overfly 
the runway centerline to use 
yourself as the primary       
reference throughout the    
approach, and try to guide the 
airplane to a pointslightly in 
front of you (Figure 4). 
 
Flying the airplane to a point 
slightly in front of you will   
result in your achieving the 
runway every time, regardless 
of the model's size or          
orientation (crosswind crabs), 
and helps limit the number of 
bad landings that result from 
relying on hit-or-miss depth 
perception. 
 
Instead of trying to guestimate the airplane's      
position over the ground, proficient fliers observe 

whether the runway centerline is close, moderately 
close, or farther away from where they are      
standing, and then fly a corresponding approach 
that brings the airplane close, moderately close, or 
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Troubleshooting landings 



farther away from themselves. 
 

Object as a Whole 
 
Another common landing mistake is pointing the 
fuselage toward the runway during the approach in 
a crosswind. Although an airplane will crab into a 
crosswind, it will continue to fly in a straight line as 
long as the wings are level (Figure 5). Instead of 
pointing the fuselage where you want the airplane 
to go, in a crosswind you must track where the  
airplane as a whole is traveling regardless of the 
fuselage.  
 
People debate about how to use the 
controls to correct for crosswind drift 
dung landing; if they knew to guide the 
airpIane as a whole (versus pointing it), 
they wouldn't have to correct for wind drift in the 
first place (and would have more time to improve 
in other areas)!  
 
Instead of trying to guess the airplane's track over 
the ground, project where the airplane as a whole 
is traveling (relative to yourself) and you will be 
able to recognize deviations during the approach 
before they become otherwise obvious (Figure 6). 
The tiny corrections needed to perfect the         
centerline when it comes into view will then be 
negligible. 
Proficient pilots guide the airplane as a whole to 
the desired touchdown location irrespective of the 
wind and where the fuselage is pointing. Projecting 
where the airplane is heading in reference to    
yourself is the most effective way to detect        
deviations during the approach. 
 
When neither a deviation toward or away from you 
is recognized, and the path of the airplane as a 
whole is projected to arrive slightly out in front of 
you, the model will be near the centerline at   
touchdown. 

 
Pilots eager to land tend to focus so much on the 
throttle during the landing setup that they only 
make half efforts to get the airplane lined up with 
the runway (Figure 7). Referred to as POWT 
(preoccupation with throttle), this is the reason 
why so many pilots miss the runway centerline by 
as much as 50 or more feet and/or 300 (although 
these errors are obvious to everyone watching). 
 
By focusing entirely on a timely exit of the turn and 
establishing a good lineup with the runway before 
tinkering with the throttle, you will actually have 
more time to consider your throttle adjustments in 
the absence of needing to make a lot of course   
corrections during the approach. 
 
Height and POWT often distract pilots from        
establishing a good lineup with the runway, thus 
allowing deviations to grow until they require more 
aggressive corrections within the last moments  
before touchdown (usually blamed on the wind). 
Establishing a good lineup before tinkering with the 
throttle will result in needing fewer corrections  
during the approach and therefore increase the 
amount of time to contemplate throttle. 
 

Conclusion 
 
As a general rule, difficulty in a certain area,      
seldom has to do with needing more practice in 
that area, but needing to do a better job in the    
areas that are providing you difficulty. Most landing 
difficulties are the result of not starting the final 
base leg turn in the right spot, thus increasing your 
workload, and/or needing to pay more attention to 
keeping the final turn reasonably level and thus 
preventing a buildup of speed and anxiety. 
Knowing this, you are well on your way to        
mastering your landings regardless of the wind or 
what model you are flying. Happy landings 
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Troubleshooting landings 

Check out 
our  
website for 
updates on 
events,  
field  
conditions. 



The following is a the third in a series of articles taken from the NZMAA publication on the National        
Championships. “A history of the first 50 years of aeromodelling championships in New Zealand.”  
This book was given to me by Jonathon Shorer who suggested I use extracts in the Servo Chatter.  
Thanks Jonathon and thank you to all those people who had the foresight to record the history of the               
championships. 
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Trophies, Ribbons and Prizes 

It was a tradition of the early Nationals to award a 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in each contest, these 
Ribbons being presented as soon as possible after 
the event, usually during the meal times, to those 
fortunate, and thus giving competitors an incentive 
to strive for the "elite" group of top performers at 
the National Championships. 
 
By the 1950's an impressive collection of Cups 
and Trophies had been acquired for the various 
contests. The following list indicates the events or 
overall categories for which they were awarded. 
 
Airsail Trophy 

Champion of Champions 

Modelair Trophy  
Junior Champion  

HMV Trophy 
Champion Club 

Airsail Speed Trophy 
CIL Speed Champion  

NZ Aerial Mapping Cup 

Nordic A/2 Glider 
Pan American Wakefield Trophy 

Wakefield Rubber 
Tasman Empire Airways Trophy 

FAT Power Duration  

Auckland MAC Cup 
Free Flight Scale 

Pan American Payload Trophy 
Payload Contest  

Sir Keith Park Cup 

Hand Launched Glider 
HMV Radio Control Trophy 

Radio Control Contest  
Farmers Trading Company Cup  

Control Line Scale 

Airsail Acrobatic Trophy 
Control Line Aerobatics 

Wiseman's Cup 
Team Race Class A 

Palmerston North Aeroneers Trophy 

Team Race Class B 
Collinson & Sons Cup/Betta Trophy 

CJL Speed Class 1  
Hilda Ross Cup 

CJL Speed Class 2 
Hawera MAC Cup 

C/L Speed Class 3  

Thomas Hy. Whetton Trophy 
CIL Speed Class 4 (Jet) 

 
Notes: 
(1) An item thanking the above donors and listing 
the sums which enabled many of these cups and 
trophies to be acquired can be found in the NZMAA 
Circular of February 1950. 
(2) Alternative names sometimes appeared, thus 
"Hilda Ross Cup" = Mrs Hilda Ross, MP, Cup. 
"Betta Trophy" = Betta Dynajet Trophy. 
(3) Prior to the establishment of the Nordic A/2 
glider event, the NZ Aerial Mapping Cup belonged 
to the Towline glider contest (Class A or Class B as 
then existing). Similarly, the Tasman Empire Air-
ways Trophy was first awarded to the winner of 
the Gas ROG competition, then later transferred to 
the FAT Power Duration event. 
(4) Several other trophies were available, though 
not always in contention. In 1949-50 the Hamil-
ton MAC Cup/Rose Bowl belonged to the In-
door (RTP) event, The Mechanical Equipment 

Trophies, Ribbons & Prizes 



& Engineering Company Cup provided by a 
Frankton company was awarded in some years to 
a Rubber Duration contest other than the Wake-
field class. 
 
Besides the cups and trophies, prizes were        
donated each year by individuals, clubs,              
businesses and other friends of the aeromodelling 
movement. Many of these were ample in the scale 
of their day. The top prize at the Hamilton        
Nationals of 1950 was a portable HMV radio worth 
18 guineas. Generous sponsorship in the form of 
modelling goods was provided by Airsail, Modelair 
and the Betta Model Aeroplane Supply Company 
throughout the period. Notable gifts from these 
and other donors included an ED radio-control 
unit, stopwatches, Pepperell, Acme, Amco, Elfin 
and Dynajet engines, Whirlwind propellers, Elmic 
timers, Solarbo balsa, Jetex motors, besides 
household appliances, travel vouchers, books,  
pictures and subscriptions to aeromodelling     
magazines. 
The tradition of sponsorship by clubs, individual 
members and the modelling trade has continued 
through the history of the New Zealand Nationals, 
although the means of obtaining support for the 
prize fund might vary according to the initiative of 
the particular administration. In NZ Newsletter 
1/70, Council proposed the incentive that the 
event would bear the name of the particular club, 
firm or individual for as long as their sponsorship 
continued. However this idea did not become    

established. 
Additional trophies were added to the collection as 
new events became established in the Nats     
programme. The Ladies Event with a Trophy    
presented by Barry Deakin appeared as an       
unofficial contest at the Nationals of 1969-70. 
Though support was small it became an official 
event at the Christchurch Nats of 1970-71. 
Three more trophies, acquired on the occasion of 
the 1976-77 Nationals, are recorded in N-L 77/4 
Cooksey Trophy Vintage Rubber Duration 

Les Wright Trophy R/C Thermal Soaring 

Jeff Carrick Trophy R/C Scale (Class II) 
(The Carrick Trophy was donated by the then Mayor of 

Feilding).  
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Trophies at Nationals 

Left to Right: NZ Aerial Mapping Trophy for Free Flight Towline Glider (now F1A Glider); HMV Trophy for Champion 

Club; Airsail Speed Trophy for Control Line Speed Champion, (now Control Line Champion); Tasman Empire Airways 
Trophy for Free Flight Gas 20 second Rise Off Ground, (now Free Flight F1C); Airsail Champion of Champions Tro-

phy; Modelair Ltd Trophy for Free Flight Rubber and Glider Classes (now Junior Champion); Airsail Aerobatics Tro-
phy (now Control Line FM Aerobatics); Pan American World Airways Trophy for Free Flight Wakefield Rubber (now 

FiB); Sir Keith Park Trophy for Junior Champion (now Free Flight Hand Launch Glider); the portrait at rear is the Cal-

tex Trophy for Direct Control Speed (Control Line) sadly now missing. The two very small cups in the front are not 
identified.    Des McAnelly Photo  

The Prizegiving Table for the      
First Nationals 1948/49              

with all the Trophies displayed. 

Des Walker, Ross Hansen and Russ Johnson, 
Palmerston North, wind up their model.—11th 
Nationals, Hamilton, 1958-59, NZ Free Lance Photo. 
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Bally’s Bomber 
This 1/3 scale B17G is not radio controlled—
it is large enough to carry an actual pilot 
was test flown in November 2016. 
It became an obsession to his builder, Jack 
Bally of Dixon, Illinois and he duly named it 
B17 Obsession.  
Jack worked 45-50 hours a week for 17 
years and 10 months to construct and make 
detailed recordings of the build before The 
Federal Aviation Association would certify it 
ready to fly. 
The 1564 pound (709kg) plane is most alu-
minium  and 25,000 rivets. Jack also con-
structed many of the tools required to build 
the aircraft including crimpers, rivet squeez-
ers and a metal roller. 
It was a year long project to adapt the land-
ing gear from a Piper Cherokee 180 and this 
proved to be the most complicated part of 
the build. 
The hundreds of photographs of the entire 
process and more information can be found 
at  
http://www.theballybomber.com/  

SPECIFICATIONS 
B-17G 
 
Wing Span: 103 ft. 9 ⅜ in. 
Length: 74 ft. 3.9 in. 
(“Cheyenne” Tail) 
Height: 19 ft. 2.44 in. 
Power Plant: Wright R-1820-97 
Cyclone with 1000 hp @ 2300 
rpm @ 25,000 ft 
Empty Weight: 36,134 lbs. 
Gross Weight: 40,260 lbs. 
Cruising Speed: 160 mph. 
Top Speed: 302 mph. 
Ceiling: 36,400 ft. 
Range: 3,750 miles 
Crew: 10 
Bomb Load: 6 x 1,500 lbs. and 
2 x 4,000 lbs. 
Armament: 11 x .50 caliber ma-
chine guns (up to 13 x .50 cal) 
Number Built: 8680 

Bally's Bomber B-17G, ⅓ 
Scale 
 
Wing Span: 34 ft. 7 in. 
Length: 25 ft. 
 
Tail Height: 6 ft. 10 in. 
Power Plant: 240hp 
 
Fuel Capacity: 42 gal. 
Empty Weight: 1800 lbs. (Est.) 
 
Cruising Speed: 110 kts. (Est.) 
 
 
 
Crew: 1 
 
 
 
 
Number Built: 1 

 

http://www.theballybomber.com/
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   Flight Sim Controller 
 

  
As a result of the Radian trial flights at the Open Day, preceded by several minutes on the Club simulator, 
at least two families are now looking for a flight sim controller, either a Dynan or E-Sky.  
 
I can supply the software for the FMS Simulator, but it is best used with the appropriate controller.  
 
If any member can help, please give me a call:  Merv Matthews 357 2858. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Water slide transfer Decals 

6 x 60 mm decals 
5 x 40 mm decals 
7 x 25 mm decals  

on the sheet 

     
Simple to apply 

Long lasting 

Order from Flemming Ravn,  ravnf@outlook.com.  
Collect at flying field. 

$5.00 
per sheet 

 

Wingspan—1800 mm 
Motor—Hyperion ZS 
4020-12-543KV 
ESC—Hyperion 90A 
Runs—4 or 5cell lipo 
 

$350 ono 
 

Phone Ivan  
0212106138 or 
06 2102910 
 

 

Piper J-3 Cub 
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Palmerston North Aeroneers 
Important information 

President: 
Mike Randell 
president@aeroneers.com 
 

Vice President: 
Rene Redmond 
Phone 021 2452729  
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Tama Randell 
Phone 027 2920363 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 
 

Secretary  
Bruce Withell 
Phone 358 3202 
secretary@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Captain: 
Geoff Hall 
Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell 
Phone 027 2920363 
 

Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 
Linda Lambess - Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139 
editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Phil Pearpoint  - Phone 06 323 9093 
Hamish Loveridge –Phone 027 460 3848 
Len Ruby  
Peter Vining - Phone 027 443 2378 
Barry Parker  
 

Club address—club no longer has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be       
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material 
contained  therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

Senior Membership $88 NZMAA affiliation + $72 
club membership = $160  

Family Membership $93 NZMAA affiliation + $72 
club membership = $165 

Junior (under 18) $25 NZMAA affiliation + $20 club 
membership = $45 

Associate $40 

Associate Flying $72 

MFW Associate $25 + $25 club sub +$50 

 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay any committee member or online to 
Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  Palmerston 
North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to include your 
name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Greg of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

Annual Club Subscriptions The Committee 

http://www.aeroneers.com
mailto:aeroneers@aeroneers.com
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com

